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CONFIDENTIAL MASERU 1089 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PFOR, LT, BC 

SUBJECT: LESOTHO EXILED OPPOSITION LEADER BREAKS SILENCE IN 
BOTSWANA 

REF: A. MASERU 766; B. MASERU 507 (NOTAL) 

1. SUMMARY: ACCORDING TO SOUTH AFRICAN PRESS OCTOBER 10, 

NTSU MOKHEKLE, LEADER IN EXILE OF THE OPPOSITION BASUTOLAND 
CONGRESS PARTY (BCP), HAS PUBLICLY SPOKEN OUT IN BOTSWANA 
AGAINST GOVERNMENT OF LESOTHO. MOKHEKLE CALLED ON HIS 
FOLLOWERS IN LESOTHO TO PERSEVERE IN THEIR STRUGGLE FOR 
JUSTICE AND PEACE. NATURE OF MOKHEKLE'S STATEMENTS AND 

FACT THAT MADE IN BOTSWANA ARE LIKELY TO COMPLICATE LESOTHO/ 
BOTSWANA RELATIONS AND PRIME MINISTER JONATHAN'S EFFORTS 
TOWARD RECONCILIATION AT HOME. END SUMMARY. 

2. "RAND DAILY MAIL" OCTOBER 10 CARRIED REPORT OF 
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EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW OF MOKHEKLE BY MAIL'S DENNIS GORDON 
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CONDUCTED AT TLOKWENG, VILLAGE NEAR GABORONE. MOKHEKLE 
QUOTED AS SENDING MESSAGE TO BCP FOLLOWERS IN LESOTHO, 
CONGRATULATING THEM ON THEIR TENACITY IN FACE OF OPPRESSION, 
WHICH HAD THROWN JONATHAN AND HIS FOLLOWERS INTO DISARRAY, 
COMMISERATING WITH THEM IN THEIR SUFFERING, AND PREDICTING 
HE WOULD MEET THEM SOON IN LESOTHO TO ENJOY THE FRUITS OF 
THEIR STRUGGLE. HE ALSO REPORTEDLY SAID THAT LESOTHO HAD 
SENT 400 MEN TO IRAN FOR MILITARY TRAINING, ANOTHER 10 TO 
GHANA FOR COUNTER- ESPIONAGE TRAINING, AND THAT ARMS HAD 
BEEN IMPORTED FROM IRAN. 

3. ALSO ON OCTOBER 10, "BLOEMFONTEIN FRIEND ", IN SAPA 
ARTICLE DATELINED GABORONE, REPORTED THAT MOKHEKLE, WHO 
LIVES IN EXILE IN ZAMBIA, WAS IN GABORONE TO ATTEND FUNERAL 
OF COLLEAGUE. MOKHEKLE REPORTEDLY SAID HE WOULD JOIN A 
COALITION GOVERNMENT IN LESOTHO IF CERTAIN DEMANDS WERE 
MET, E.G., EACH PARTY SHOULD NOMINATE ITS OWN MEMBERS 

TO THE GOVERNMENT AND THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD HAVE A LIMITED 
PERIOD OF EXISTENCE. MOKHEKLE REPORTEDLY CHARACTERIZED 
PRESENT GOVERNMENT AS A "CHEAT" AND SAID ASSISTANCE FROM 
FOREIGN DONORS HAD DROPPED FOR THIS REASON. 

4. GOL PROMPTLY ISSUED STATEMENT THAT, IF PRESS REPORTS 
ACCURATE, IT MUST TAKE "SERIOUS VIEW"' OF SUCH CHARGES BEING 
MADE IN FRIENDLY COUNTRY, ESPECIALLY AS MOKHEKLE IS WANTED 
AT HOME TO FACE CRIMINAL CHARGES. SAID REPORTS ON MILITARY 
TRAINING AND ARMS WERE '"SPECULATIVE"' BUT IN ANY CASE SUCH 
ACTIVITIES WERE PREROGATIVE OF GOL. SAID MOKHEKLE'S 
REMARKS WERE CONTRARY TO SPIRIT OF RECONCILIATION AND WERE 
SURPRISING SINCE TWO OF HIS PRINCIPAL DEPUTIES IN LESOTHO 
ARE IN FAVOR OF PRIME MINISTER'S POLICY OF FORMING A 
NATIONAL (I.E., COALITION) GOVERNMENT. 

5. COMMENT. MOKHEKLE FLED LESOTHO AFTER THE ABORTIVE 
1974 BCP COUP ATTEMPT. IMMEDIATE EFFECT OF HIS STATEMENT 

IN BOTSWANA IS LIKELY TO BE WORSENING OF LESOTHO/BOTSWANA 
RELATIONS. STORE OF GOO WILL BETWEEN TWO GOVERNMENTS HAS 
BEEN SERIOUSLY DEPLETED IN PAST YEAR AND HALF BECAUSE OF 
DISAGREEMENTS OVER DEVELOPMENT OF UNIVERSITY OF BOTSWANA, 
LESOTHO AND SWAZILAND, DIFFERENT ATTITUDES TWO GOVERNMENTS 
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HAVE TAKEN OVER "DETENTE" IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, AND FACT 
THAT MANY REFUGEES FROM LESOTHO MADE THEIR WAY TO OR 
THROUGH BOTSWANA IN WAKE OF 1974 ATTEMPTED COUP AGAINST 
GOL. 

6. IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER MOKHEKLE'S STATEMENTS MADE 
WITH APPROVAL OF GOB. IF SO, IT WULD BE ASIGNIFICANT 
DEPARTURE FROM BOTSWANA'S POLICY OF NOT ALLOWING ITS 
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TERRITORY TO BE USED BY EXILED LEADERS OR REFUGEES FOR POLITICAL 
ACTIVITY. 

7. MOKHEKLE'S STATEMENT MAY HINDER JONATHAN'S EFFORTS TO 
BRING ABOUT RECONCILIATION AT HOME BY MEANS OF A COALITION 
GOVERNMENT. THERE HAVE BEEN PERSISTENT REPORTS AND OTHER 
INDICATIONS THAT JONATHAN INTENDS TO BRING G. P. RAMOREBOLI, 
LEADER OF MODERATE WING OF BCP, INTO THE CABINET. MOKHEKLE 
IS STILL VERY POPULAR IN LESOTHO, ESPECIALLY AMONG COMMON 
PEOPLE AND RANK AND FILE OF BCP. HIS SPEAKING OUT AT THIS 
TIME IS PROBABLY INTENDED TO DISCOURAGE ANY BCP LEADER FROM 
JOINING JONATHAN GOVERNMENT. 

8. WE HAVE HAD PREVIOUS REPORTS THAT IRAN WOULD PROVIDE 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO LESOTHO BUT HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO 
CONFIRM THAT ANY MATERIAL OR TRAINING HAVE ACTUALLY BEEN 
FURNISHED. CHINESE AMBASSADOR IN LESOTHO TOLD US 
OCTOBER 10 THAT IRAN HAD INDEED SENT SHIPMENT OF ARMS 

TO LESOTHO IN HERCULES C-130 WHICH BROUGHT IRANIAN 
MILITARY DELEGATION TO LESOTHO INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRA- 
TIONS OCTOBER 4. THAT IRANIAN C-130 CARRING DELEGATION 
TO LESOTHO LANDED IN SOUTH AFRICA WAS CONFIRMED IN PRESS. 

IN INTERESTING COINCIDENCE, GOL MINISTER AGRICULTURE 
ANNOUNCED OCTOBER 4 THAT 400 BASOTHO MIGHT GO UNDER 
CONTRACT TO IRAN AS HEAVY VEHICLE DRIVERS AND THAT GHANA 
HAD REQUESTED BASOTHO MINERS TO WORK IN COALFIELDS THERE. 

9. REFERENCE IN GOVERNMENT'S STATEMENT TO "PRIME 
MINISTER'S POLICY OF FORMING A NATIONAL GOVERNMENT" IS 
FIRST OFFICIAL STATEMENT THAT THIS IS HIS POLICY. 

BOLEN 
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